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IV.
STORMING THE CITY.
FROM that time till the morning of the
nth, when the last of the four batteries
was completed, our gallant Engineers
and working parties and Gunners worked
as men have never worked before or since.
All night long picks and spades and
shovels were busily plied, under a heavy
fire, in constructing the batteries; on
which, so soon as finished, the heavy
guns and mortars were mounted; and as
successively they were placed in posi-
tion they joined in swelling the furious
storm of shot and shell which never ceas-
ed tearing down the masonry of the city
defences till the moment of the assault
in the grey dawn of the i4th. The last
battery was built under the shelter of the
ruined walls of the Custom-house, at a
distance of 180 yards from the water
bastion, under a terrific and incessant fire
from the Kashmir and Water bastions